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ol APRTL, 1G27, S4% COTIINS BROAVE THE FIRST
OF TR Ga=i'T MISSLESITPT DoUSS SIHCEHS 20 HE-
CORD IN AWY EIND OF DXPTS., HT3 SIZEADLE (OUT-
TUT INSLUDEE THE FIRST RECCADED COUNTRY BLTURS
VERATIOW:S O SUCH CLASS3135 A8 "JALL IDUSE BLULI,
BAIDHIGSHT SPECIAL, YOLLOW DoG BLUES, ANC HESIT-
ATION BLUKS", LIKE ZATTON, COLLINS I8 A4 MW
"SOREY, FROW TRIS FOSITION, LI HAYS BLEN MOR:
INFLUBHTIAT, AT MNORE DIFMPsa¥r IaeVELS THAW NORE
WIDELY TEAZD BINES SINGERS, SUCH A2 BRLIND LRi-
ON GAPFS280T. TIE FERSONAL ACOCUNT BELOY GOER
BACK 70 THE 159G01!s; IV RECOUNTE THE SOUREWALILS-
TIC "COLIROTUR'™S LIFEY AT THE INMIADE 4T
COLLIGE TIAD OH IT,

Sam Collins &
the Gennett madness

Thls personal plege Zg wrldbtten ag s brlidbulse Lo both
Sam Gollins and Getmett. DBoeauaa, 11 vears ago. 1t was
st glagent Eleetrobesm laobel and Zam Collina, the heat
Germett ever had, that started me in thiz shesking asl-
lactor'fa modneas, Even today, this madnesz aeema vary
ranl. ‘hat wish sho surprising influe of 7O-rpm suetion
llsts, 1 have given up newapapers [they dldn't £i11 the
the vasuvumn,. HWews from the rar Bast sechbor (Measugls-
les were astimated et Z0CC this week., Theip bodles,
ste.") meant nothing tc me. I wes, efter all, a record
golleactor, Of mourse.thare 4a the romote sablsfaction
that coxes “rom oll Impending disasstera: 1t helps mo id-
sntify with menlkind: the cemradzhin, the laost-minuss
teazting at £hs girport. But thet 2= all. 26 it oass
that' 1 eporsachaed resord collegbing, the Zar Collins notea,
the world osutside, and my own madnoss of 11 years apo.

Aupust, 19575: on the hottest nipght of the wean, Jahn
Pahey, Bill Givems, Bernie Klatzks, 241 #ilacn arvpived at
my apa-~iment, 20 Hopuen Jtreet, Procklyn. Cnee inzics
the liring voch, Fahey epet up & tape racerds» sn the Flcoor
and Al Liilson arranmed his cheir 2r 8 Darracede across the
room. By nire p.me, Phere was 2 ot of eiparstbse amoke
anc somebady brought in beer, 3plefly, Sam Sallins and
Sho nobes fer 007T=10 cans into the convearsntiss. - hadnt's
baan able e wise anything. T have alwaya bosn unabla
to wrlite, execept about Balto=S5lavie geogresthy, sparts
avents, and graphic arte (like *he color peculiarities of
thae 1531-32 Champion lebell. After all, what could I say
ebout CollinsY lhsrs ore things about oas's own 1ife
that would be hgrd 3o deseriba, Tn fast, the motes wors
Boing bedly and I exked lor cuctes sbout Soallina,

Al %ilson, "Jollins la Lhe third best cne-zeng man,'
"llexe, write 1t down," I anid,
"0ollins ia3 the third best ome-song man. Akers fn

TIE be=abt and King Sslemen 1dll is second ... Collins hss
Lhe moat smorphcous right hand of all tipe.”



Jﬁqn ghey, "ilatg glways out of tune, bubt IL deesn't
shbers’

Bercle Klatzlks, "Iyn daasd serious about this. Ir T
wens prltad to intradiuns acmecne o great country bluss
gugic, I would presch far either 'Devil Tn The Lion's Denf
o 'dellhoume Flussl..a"

For 11 years, 30llins has been frozen in the pest.
Idkm asmacme you mest once, it was the Lfirst imprassion
rememharad, I firat heard Collins when I Wwaa in Che U
Gsliing sonndsd young., It zeemcd we wers both joung =t
the zame time. Tow, 11 yamra Iater, The ghoex obout gel-
ting nilder La tliat you begin to lcolk like Tyndon 5, Jolt-
acn ar Cherlea Cclbmmn or A&rturo Toscannl, TE was in Sho
late apring of 1ugl), before sush thirgs wors nosalbla, and
I woa ending 1t o= an enlisSsd Havy Journaiist. Five ol
ua had come off & aerdiss of overszeas drinking bouba. Vo
Lhod been relisved ¢f 1Z2-month T.5. Bdxth Flsot aaaigmrants
1 the Meditsrrazean, snd afber surviving the yoar over-
saad, wa Tound covraslves bask in Fewpors, E.l., awadting
freah azaignmenta,. It waz all w2 cculd do Lo koeap our
ampca abeve wotkar.

tno follow fron Texas hed noce good in a blig way. He
dleaovered thoe possibllities of o Yovy-edvilisn lonely
heerta eclub, sn import-aXporb dosl Invelving alot machines
from Hexleo, and the X-E-Y to the Litltle fock, Avrk, dog
reaaz. Az a Navy Journalilat, hs nswver wrole = news atory
ar took o photo. Ik was all buy and sell in thosa days.

Anolhar Journsllst waa wrlitinhz o govel about the
HAVY. Ile carrled & black noiebook. From cur conwversab-
ions, he'd job In thinga for the novel and it mace me feel
Culle, 1ide the Havy wae a play and I wes ocn e SGAGS.

Two other Journalizte were bip on Drosdwar shew fiass and
the opora. LIhey wews igomoraed and Cforgobbten, often the 1ot
of fellowa whe are Sarribly waak or embarasalngly nlce.

Totally unrclated to Hevyr 1ife that sorloys, was tha
apzearanes of Gecrga V. Kay's arbiecle in The Reeodd Lagnman
about Gennetlt Recorda, the deliaxe recopding enlberpriszs
owned by Storr Flann Company of Sichmond, lnd. Ganrea Kav'la
article wes the firet to mention Zam Gallinz. The artisls
alan brouwght home the miracle that anything at all was
ayar racnrdad io the late 1920ta3.

It had eome Cown to this: oy 1926, sales were off
becguse peopls were buying radios inatead af rescarda. For
a while, record companies mppswrad £ make s conedaalr with
elesckric recording. Du® thisz was net the real nislbure.
Owep at Gennets, thse wlew eas all downizill. Sevearsl years
nad wasged ainss s rublis eoulsd ne reached witk "noewel-
tisa" Tlke Hing Dliver, New Oxlsens feytlm Kings, Horten,
Tolveriresa, ese. Tmderstandably, the Lhinking hed bDeocome
intermal. An inmediate problem was o zave artizb'az Toca.
Am & resklt. record seaslona becoms more lnformal awd
gemnett conbinusd to atay alive by reccrding prastically
evvhody —- unknown planista liks Erzni Melrose and Herve
Tmarssh, chacure singera lilke Lottis dimbrough, Jeyblied
Cnloman, Mlliom Heprils, WMae Glaver, and Sam Oollins,.
Other ovidenee of internal thinking was the prefiftlase
introdusticn of naw lahelza. ‘Thers was Lhe new blagk sac
gald Eleclrobeam Jernmesbtt (st211 enly 7571 and tho ob-



genre alfiliates av sthaidia=iss: arange-colarad J-or-
pioz Lyew oeuld gob tme {dendezl Semnett papfarassnes

an Chamsden oy 3571, puﬁEle LBlzel Patti [tho lebal faq-
trred an omilant plieaasnt ), Supsplor, st Sasma-Roobilerl=
Sonartene and 3llwerionae lakels.

A acedneldenss »esuliaxy 3o rocord ¢ollocting hanpened,
*._ Woh i L- oopy of Zar Colline! V"Jai’ Houas .'EEI.:an;-"'F‘!_'..rH_"'—
aldo Bluwa, denmsth slﬁ., alfered pf aueticm Bhe aane
aa tle a:ﬁiclc}.

e vere sittlng ‘n che Heuport, Si.1. Thome ol fioa!
moonr soilor tnlforma in Jront of Lypevwrdbers, drlzldng
red RECOZ=AID snc mervaps Dmasiuving curaelves gs T.F, gope
rogpondenss in sivilian clpthes, when —he bhoX care,. L
At had o Aohisle Tajestor pazor blade ready for daya. L
3lik zhes wop, ripmed cpen The flara, and kapos o pull
it tha stuffinze,

The Tellow who wes wriidng shs mowvel watehsd me tale
pubk bhe reoord and sxamire ik, Haz cane cver and axemined
5. And T exenined it agaln, szcarching Uor tha Ceagrad,
hidden kaizr crsck In skipping. s legend "Hew Dlactrc—
bear Gapnez:" waz in 014 Enslish fucc. The labol Sbeall
hzd an aura al' dasp wertiiah ebont 2+, 1iks s pro-Teiaals-
cungs van Zyl.

I pus he Goildins Geomabt on the SurnSable of a popsS-
able lmarsor thelt wad uscd ﬂu,a=¢a_all" for pariy records
(gracdiose peslormances, sach oz "Tha Gozas h.:w:u*:-_ta.._iun
Donteat™i. Howover. il would nave been nice to nava gat-
ten a niverasl raastion %o Jollinas: "ssomcl: Sunts with She
Btoe ees 2ade opeechless by Lhe cbe." Unlartunatelyr, noc-
Lhing ol bhe =ort happenad,

This vowrazllat "won Tagea waa the only onc of us nob
drivicing K33L-aI0, He had beer hunched sven hies tyoeusisan
with a pint bottle of Musenbzl. He then tinosd uop the pint
acd slipn=d 1t ‘nte ane of tHe drawes=s of hiz deak. "Thls
alive, mon. Zt'a BOCL-AIL," he 3aild,

Anecchear Wlournzlist. an crpera fen, made thils ocormert;
"He iz ome of theas...yol know...unbkre?nsc tence=z, " he
Said,

It was the 1950's and Ccllins m=d= ne converts thot
day .

Tat. If kelps to zof an idea ol Sas inpact Cellins
had, 1f 7ou masaura 1% sgatroaft the beelzrowd of she sarlsy
50's, AL Lha: time, cooned wusla, Mumale, was auddanly
evaryiieres. This bocome eapeediully clear alter I had got
pul of the favy; by the =uemev ef 1954 =24 icto the FRA CF
LIUTZAT ]

I spent the »est af the sumnes in Maw Jeraar with oy
Tather. Tr thoss docys, oy old mun was 2 Jurcan Hines fan.
Huy hed a cepy of Dumesm Tiwea! Adventurss i Fating, waich
daszorined and rated =12 Lhe O. 1{. restsapants Ain the U3,
dhan a new edizion of t-e 2oclk cows ok, the ratings elhanged
gnd. aometiues e rostarrart oo bwo dpopned out of zight.

That surmer, my fether wore thic v;thlng cap, o tronleal
worated oul%, blsel aunglassaes =nd anndals (since hs wes on
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daar, looking in. He suggeszted I look for s job, “thital-
izo on yvour wouth, Carvas ouf s career I'or yeoursell,” he
anid,

A coupls of waslz later, I ronksd & Turnished rocm
in Brocklyn end I got a job oas mell bow An an Eﬂvartlsing
ezenay in N.E.0. Az ashizedd victime eof 20Th Lentury
Gnlviniar, the meil boys wero buaimsss 2ats and cerriad
1opber Briaforzes. Jorale in the meil room av ale!
COS%S was cesbainly low, what with everybedy rulhleasly
vwing to ba accounb eXsca, copywrliters, TV producsds,
and Sterk Clubk repulars. I Pack, ons feollew, & praoblom
drinker, ¢ianppeared in Csntral Fark during an up Gowmn
mail deliverv. A ¢cupls doys latern, he gotb hlﬁupic:ura
if ths Daily Fews, as pari of g featurs on Hew Yerk's
naturzl parka, tnder tha gsaptlen SILEEFING IT OFF, |
rerarber, 2= was wearing bho game ouit we hod last seen
hiw in, Ths phote sbhcowad this fellew lylng on iy back,
ex=i=ed In ths grass, wish sheoos end aoccka off. The
camera had elzo caupbt a eloga-un of o apotted cog 1lok-
ing the toez of ome feaf. A= you can imagine, it was all
tresz depressant. I wasn't gobbting lnto She bizg tine. I
wWoa novhabns,

Tha pavesl post arsival of an 4 Sam Colline' Black
Pattl, "Yellow Dog Blues/Laving Lséy Bluea", lkapt thinga
going foxr o whils. Then I left the npail Doom In the od-
vartlsing ngenoy, ths fuznishsd room in LFranklyn, and
movad lnto the lower Zast Eide and Into a job eplliaing
hzir torle commercisls contn ob=cuore TV jungle films.
Heenwhile, the Galling recexds kept sorirvg in, It would
have been embarassing (except for my owi oversidiag pread),
I wna eleoning up. “hay arrived in boxeas I'rom =]l ovor
the TediAe, on Formett, on Champion as "Jim Fosber", and
sven o Uongoeror ga "Hwmy Ogréer". we hideously acar-
red ponies af Black Pattd 2025 and a cracked Blael Pattd
A022 cenbribated to the tidal Fflow. Over the yoara, 1
lolf't several jobs &nd my Colllns celleckbion was comploto
axaapt Tar fthe two ralipgious titlss and that alnsive aclean
cogy of "Devil In The Lion’s Len'.

Collina was s higrs wemens in the post. With othera
1t was Bunlt Johuisox ob Hlind Gillis Johnsen, or the great
daye ol Tha Record Changer, when thot mogoazine came to
gripa witlh the only reolly inpertant preblem in life: Bop
wersug Jew Orleens Jazs, ;

Firt whas hes ell this reolly to do with Sam Colling?
Hat wary much, I'm afrsald. And what cen you aay abomb
Callinz? XNct a holl of a lot, really, Tollles and ths
pounbry Bluss ond A1l Of It Today had Lo broad water in
whe 1950%'2, So long Kostolanetz, Lorles DPry, Stan KenSom,
Julive Lelcaa, Dizzy, Flip, Irve I3 was gocdby to mll
that.

Bzyle ~eon YWardlow has: turned up the only blograph-
1egl inTsopmaticn cn Cellins: ©Gollins wam rafased dn Me-
Cewb, Mi=zs. e left %o record in Chleago, Aprll, 1527 ond
at Tichmond, Iné, on Sephtembsr zxd then Decemder, 1927.
Cellins recormiod again in Hew Towie an September snd Jecem-
bar

Gayla Basn Werdlew has turnsd up the only blogroph-



ienl iafarmasion oo Cellins: Collips was poised in
detome, Hlss. He laft to rasord irn Ohlicags, April, 1987
and of Sickmoni, Tad. on Septeriber and than Dscambar,
L2327 Collini recorded apnin in ¥ew York on October,
1337, and Daczmber, 1532 (probeblr). Ham Jallins may have
Lived ln Chicago threugh the 30fz, h0fe, mnd irto tha
garly 1550 '8, . Ha 1a roported te bhave disd of earban momn-
oxlde peisoningz in Chicaps duping the 1960z,

: seavearnl interesting poinbs come “rom John Fahey end
41 Wilscn. According o Hehay, CGolline ploya a great
neay parallel fifths and fourtks at his April, 1027, Uhis-
emo aegzion (7ail House, Dovll, Tellow Dog, Zoving Lady,
Rivarsids], The guitar Ia tured in sopem B, oxmeont oo
Elyepsids Blues', wheps stondord tuning in the sy of C
28 uzod. To paraphrasas A Wilzan, To0llins plays in ooen
E (fron ths bop atring c¢own - EB G E B B), The third
atring [G#], or the major third, is nlways tuncd flet,
mutting it in the blus acte area. I addilbion, Gollins
uses the IV chord {wittioub the Sth Trat), tmt not the ¥
ghord (Tth fret).

Hothling could be complete without mentioning a decent
controversy. Saversl yeurs ago, il was thought that Sanm
Cellins was Sam Bufler, This year, 1itfa Kinzg Solemen Hill.
ihe Hill aongensus kss a 1ittle more weisht than Butlarn,
2gveral autherities escv so, Ao fusl, vie fun neluded two
g£idan by Till.

The Hill-Collins hypofhocals iz based on a puissr sim-
ilarisy between feouy Hil1l =icdea and (allixa’ Cetobar, 1031,
Amordieen Regord Corp. se2ezicn in Hew Vari, Are Sam Collins
ard Fing Solomcn Hill repllw the agae? The queastion iz, of
seurse, do we really =xis=st? 1 think that 1a what we are
really trving toe oay, Even Inermrmacl Eent Lo agid thia,
Teday, his syes aze the mrame SalZie blue they wers ysars
ago end ha apcoals Bnelish s proceioscly, a3 gavansly ns
eyer., Ils £7nds it hard te belleve in what happuncd be Ger-
ramy | TEnst Prigain i1 catea®). Ths olé waster from Kdnlg-
abung {now Kaliningras) spealez to Lhnso whoe are =2£i11 wil-
ling to liaten. .Ma asya be wants ma to forget tihe zast.

e geye he =ad nothiazx tc 4o with the "Favardian rabble-
rousors ., bhalk - btook owver in 'L{I'_!E"q. M"racae menn ware notidng, !
he saté,  Hevesnthalssa, it eats en o sghook Lo o qll,

when, only a fow months age, he wes "rediseovared” quietly,
anenymously gelling franlkfurters on bPnd & Broucway. "Zura,
TI'vwa come dorm thess last few ye=rs,” he zaid., "But ac
have the reat of Fom,"

=
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Discography:
SAM CCLLIES: (wel., Hoc. B¥ ocwn puitor): Chilcage, o, Appil
2%, 1927 —— (12736} The Jall Houms Dluses| en €167, Ch 15320,
Hexr 020435 (1273G-A) The Jatl Heuse BEluea: SP G025, 81l 5127,
Syt 9231; (L2737) Davil In The Lion's Den: Pell 1173%, Spr
350 (12737-4) Devil Tn The Licn'a Len: Gen 5181, Ch 15359;
(12738] Yellow Dog Bluss: Gen 6145, Ch 15320, 3P 8026, 511
BLET; {lz?ﬁ?lhﬂ?inﬁ Lady Blyea: Gon 5145, oh 15320, EF B025;
; %2140 Riveraide Blues: Geon 6167, Ch 157301, BP 8025, Ter

D& a .

SAY COLLIKS: (vel., sep. by own gudtor): Richoond, Ind., c.
Eextembar 17, 1827 —— (13032) Park Cleudy Blues: Gen £250,
Ch 15397, Bail 1181, Bpr 3523 (1303%3) Hesltotlon Bluca: Jon

[ ot



)
372, Cn 15472, Holl 1173, 311 =131, =Hpr 350: [13033=A) Pork
Cher Bluea: Jan 6280, Gh 15389, S»r 330, Spt 9291 ; [13C35)
¥Anight S-ocial Blues: Jon &307, Ch 18397, Bell 1181; od
T266, Spr 3303 (13036) . Want Fe 3e Like Jesus In Ny Heart:
Gen 6291, S41 5.72; (13U37) Lead Me A1l The eyt Gen 6231,
(12049-A) It Won't Be Long! Gen 5375, Ch 154583, Cq 72643
(13060-A)] Do That Thing: Gen 8307, Ch 184835, Bell 1180, 5iC
B131, Epr 269

SAM COLT.INS, JOEN . o< AUC. ¢ SAF GCLLAES (GTR.)*, DUITS
WITH JOHHW [. FOii*¥*: Rlechmond, Ind., Yedndoday, Dse.- 14, 1327
- [ARA=1010=4A) Pallross Muaea: Gan unissusd; {(GZH-1011-4)
The Yorried Fen Blueg¥®: 3en 6352, Bell 1193, Ch 15416, Spr
TH9 (GRY-1C12-A)-Four Tine Ta Wirpdin' Up#*#: don unloguadi
:Gﬁﬁulﬂlﬁ-ﬁi I've Got Ko Lovin' Zaby Mowi: 3en una'lesued;
HE¥-1014-A) Lonescre lens Wlues: Gon unissusd: [(G24-10135=4)
Baltlosnako Bluse: Gern unloousd; (3IEH-1016-A) Rlack Cet's
Jane: Jen unlssued: EGER—lGlT-Aj Eidelehs [roami Jeoxn unie-
auad: (GS¥=-1018-A) Tong Time Zubin: Jean unissused; {(GEX-1019
~h4) The ¥eapin' 3luse* guld to e rocorded Dec. 15, 192T)1
e £362, Tell 1150; [(Gux-1020-4) Ky Vother Took A Urain
One Foprnin'#%: Gen unloasusd; (GEM-10Z1-4) Hollelujah#¥: Gan
untleaued: [OEN-1020-4) Al Mourceras: den unissusd; [(OQEX-
1083=E) I'r Goin' Hack To Jeoaus: Gon unisausd.

SaM COLLINSt [(vel, aco. by own guitar): Haw York, Thuraday.
Ootoner B, 1031 = [108%5-) Hroken Howvoe Bluea: ARC unlasuad)
{10835-) Lonascma Road Flues (I'm Goln' Down That Lonescme
Qeadl: Ban 3E66D, Vel U-12898, Cr 5196, Per 0222, Rom 51963
{108A7-1) Hew Salty Log: Ean 32311, Or 8106, Fer 193, Tom
5105: (10833-) atlants Tira: ARD unisaued; [LC839-2) 3low
Feme Slow: Ban 32311, Op 0106, Fap 107, Rom B1CH; (10840-)
Troubled In Mind: ARC unlsayged; [lﬂﬂil-ig Hignifyin$ Hluaea:
Bun 32395, Or 8127, Ter 0203, Rom 51273 (10542-2) I'm 5t111
Sitting On Top €f The World: Ban 32395, etce 83 laat 1itla;
(10R43%=) Toenatl Flang Dang: ARG uniscusd; (1C844-) Lrave-
vepd Tizger'a 3luea (Ho Joving Baby How):i Ban 32663, Vel
¥=-12598, Cr 819¢, Fer 0222, Ron 5§196; (10845=] Flat Top Bluea:
ARC unisousd; [10845+) Caraless “aove: ARC unisaued; ([10847-)
Ta That Thing: ARC unissued: (10848«] How Long, How Long:
ARG unipsuead: [108449-=] T Taliewve I'11 Get Dirty:iahC unlssusd.
New York, Friday, Oatobher 9, 1531 -- (1C0850-) Sad and Lons-
norai ARD unissued: [10051-) Mayha Next Week sSometime: AGG
yrlasued: [10852=) Meje Blues: ARC unlgousadj [1ﬂa?§“j Lﬂﬂi“
¥lght Sluesa: ARC unlsaused; (105684=) Blue Heaven Blusa: ald
gmlagued. Yew Yorlk, Tweadsy, Decepber 27, 1932 -- {1UE&E-J
latTep Dlues: ARD uniaouad; (10847=) Do That Thlng: ARS
unizaueds [1O8ED-! S5ad And Lonescme: ASL unissuad.

EING 30LOYON HILL: [Vels, mccs by own gtr.)j Grafton, Wice,
a, Japuary, 1932 -= (L=1282-]1,-2] Whoopss Blues: Fars 13118,
Crowyn 5525, Vara 6010; (L=128%3=1,=%) Lown 0u My 3endsd Enssi
azmay (L=1254=2) The 3Jone Dead Traln: Fara 13129, Ch 500225
[L=1258=2] Tall Me Saby: zame; |(unknown mestel no.) ¥y Bud-
dy Blind Papa Lemon: Fare 13125; [unknown master nc,.]linss
Eea Done o Dut O Hand: Fara 131:25.

SOLLTM3 P3SUDONYMS: Ch-JTinm Feater; Boll-Big Boy Wouodd; L=
Zunny Darter; 5il-Jinm Footary ARC (Ban,Mal,Fer,OpeRom] -
Beliy Dop Bem., FOX PICUDONYMS: Bell-ailex Monros; Ch-Erory
Braela, UILL PEEULCEYMI: Vara=Down South Tovs.

LAREL ARV TATIOND: Sen-fenneti; Ch-Chazmplon; EP?-EU?ariﬂT;
311-31lvortons; Her-fierwin; EF-Elack Fattlj 3pt-Superiones;
Cg=Uonqueror; Hen-sapner; Mel-Yelotone; Pep-Terfect) Or-
Oriole; Rom-Romeo; |ARG-Auzerican Record Euﬂp-ft%ﬁ_]ﬂﬂt B
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