MERCY DEE WALTON

PITY AND A SHAME

s 300 | walked ino one of e hoel bas

identified the artist Mercy Dee.
heard of him before but from ther day on
I was _never 1o forget

foying the blues of the American Negro.

Over m. years | heard rumors that Mercy Dee lived
in Stockton, ite sure where.

Born in Waco, Texas on August 30, 1915, young
Dee heard many s powerfulsed

Mercy. Msed piano
player. He heard them a “10c. house parties” which
would teke place mou'evevy weekend

Iry. Someone wouls

empty house, charge

10c, acmiss party
Under way. Othars would bring [kl ived

* A compilation of Mercy Dee's origina hit recordings is
available on CD 7036 titied One Room Country
Shack.

fear and cocashine. The pinsplyer made

ing
ies would start ona iy right ~ go on il day
ELlurday and ol ha night i Sundey. vhen some
folks would go off 1o chur ) aitr that hey
‘back and party until late Sunday night —
just 1o get a litlle rest before going back out into the
fields on Monde

forent iano playars — they would make the ou

ring the winter they would often i

Waco,Dulls P Worihy bu in T surmer they would
. On

rds.
of the best piano players. In those days an aris didnt
reed o recard on th iuke box 10 keep himin he eyes
of the public — his personal appearances among his

friends were the imporfant thing. Deloy Moxey op-
i

n but he also knew all the popular blues numbers

California before the second

cisco, playing mostly for the farm workers who knew
his kind of blves. When you

San-Joaquin valley on  ha
pribagriyein ol Kol R ol
thiouch Bakersield, Fresne, Stockon, and il the
smaller towns e feeling that
Voo are in Contal o oo B g e
of coffon, corn, spinach, grapes, and other vegetables
and i offe proot hat hs is one of the riches!

sgiclual regions in he ounty. Bt faming here
has become big business. T out in
the fields came here from Texas, Lovi ana, Okahoma,

other farming regions of the South.
Thov had shwevs dons this tuse of work aad they



(e dveyicould melin o betic Gsing out Wes hen
they could back home under ly hopeless
sharecoping or enant mmmg syuems e Touns

not only wages higher in California, but also prices
and ihe Whrs ware lgely a1 he marey of the big

personal appearances, in as much as the per:
pearances of recent days wrs largely fogriniyd
However

7. bekie, thay had 1o compete wih the eva owst
rd of fiving of the Mexican nationals. But

Negroes brought the bives. Mercy

and he played them on Central Avenue in Los Angeles,

out at Jericho's in West Fresno, in St

Stree in West Oakland. When

could find him out in the fields

tng sginach and many of his soﬂqs. ke Have You
er Beon Out In The

Country tell you about if.
Al the War. with lrge numbes of ndapandens
ppearir ik ild-flowers. l"

n tvﬂtfpmmq Chinese-Amerion
y Dee 1o make some
s label and to my

mv the country, Mercy Dee became a full e o
entertainer. He was soon fouring from cosst

m o with vrious packege shows, pleying dones
4 fime he toured with the

qu oy Mceey band — 1 the time one of the
popular and sensational of the "honking” bands f
sa w

ey who enj
wnmmbl. foms imiel i thow days. Mercy Dee

5 these dances with the *10¢ house parties” of
e old days back home, ol p.opl. ‘would come
from miles sround fo hear their favorite arts

large commercial scale and reputations were usually
made via the phonograph record rather than thiough

their records
the fantastic sound of that band.

Mecc Dee ks the bues bacause by laing hom
he disposes m his troubles — on the. mymm
and blmx cirewit hn has lear
music as well.

n Maiden, Mercy Dee, a Cherry

ol |og'|bm i e ot o s ot 5,

they were n stangers.Sicnay had layed wi
many fimes and the

e he leads
g gigs i the mlghbcvlng towns,
s Sesside newr Fort Ord
on the coast o play & Sarce tor e sorders i ol
ares. Originaly fom Lovisans, Sidoay came 1o the

Coast du r o wevl the ship yards at
K. C. Douglas and
dmmr Ofis clmy "le(hl« of thors o 3 second

vist play for many years and made
lhexr it rocod logemer. Ot Oxem/ today nm (plays
K. C. Douglas whenever a

ig comes
s ves bar, Marey Dos vnully phyi
around the Stockton area but recently he came 1o San

and will continue fo same — yet af
e sach il 15 uriave Sy and Merey b
one of the best.
Notes by CHRIS STRACHWITZ
Notes reproduced from the orginal album iner.



