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Sh revepo r t , Louilli." " l i ctl I n the ' rl-l:iUl ... .. r-r. l on 
whe,.. LouI", I . n • • To • •• • nd"rk.na. sHet. It·" thec::.p_ 
I t o l o f Caddn p .. r ll1h. t he.o .. tnorth_o .. terlyp.r1sh In 
t hll St. t l! .nd onl! ... h lch h • • "01lR Its "'oll tern borde r 
the 1101.II>d .. Ut. t • • rked th .. boundary betwecn the United 
SUllla lOnd the lI epubll c of Tllxs" 1 . Lik. the Pa rish, 
Shrevcpor t h .. a I . ra. non_hltllpop ... lstion •• third of 
I t.a ~opl e belnabl .ck orlndlan Inorlaln.and th . 
boosl na.hu. t1iOll d tyh.o .... ay • • ttractedbl .. ck. tl"l* 
the: Trl...st. tc r ealon ... ho h.av. aouaht to Re t .0»11 . pln­
offfl"l* I tacontinu.llyexpandinaeconoll\J2. 

Growth I • • ch.r.curh th: o f Shreveport . It ..... the 
cle.ri", o f th. li ed HlverbyC.ptaJnItenl')'ShMlveIn 
the aid 1830s thst .. d. the town posslbla .nd It .... 
Inc::o rpor.tedIn 1839 .. lth.n.,.oth.thonour.dhill Shr_ 
ov"Town COOIPSI\Y th.t laid out the lilt • • It rlourishllll 
... 1ththe trsdethetite e1tu.tlonontheTexell-oound 
rou t e enCOUrlll';ed and by the cotton produced on the bl. 
planta tlQfUI IIlong t he lied IIlver . "'ey depended on sl.ve 
l .bour be ro .... the W.rb.~een u." St.t"" . "<>tunly" •• 
t he d t y on the Confed. r.t. d d .. ; it ... " the I •• t bast-
Ion of the Conf..cle racy even thou&h It .... n.v. r dev •• -
ta t ed bythe ... r. 

Allth1s h • •• b".rlllllonlt. cl.lltu .... nd.lnetd"ntally 
onth •• ulllcofltllbl . .. kpapulatlon .Forthora .... 
.onoy I n Shreveport IOnd .. h. n th" r.Uro.d Unk with 
0.11 •• ".s ostabUs hed. soon . fter the ".r , It contin­
u. d to thr i ve even . .. the river tr.frlcdJed 3. Rel.­
li valy . peaklne . bl.c k" In Shreveport ... ,.. ... 11 off • 
.t>a.rll'lC . littl. In the Rene rel prouperlQ' end clreu­
I.U ... their caah 1(1 the b ..... . . . loon. end red-lI,aht 
diatrid. o f the el ty. In 1880 there "ere .till only 
8.000 people In Shreveport, n.verthele •• • thh mlMler 
h.ddOUbled b)'the tl .. eHuddtet..I'dbett.r . thec:elebr.t_ 
eo t..l' . db.Uy . ... ad.hillt1rutvidttoth.brothelllof 
r annin Strr.et . t the tum otth. century ". Still a 
... 11 town . e ven 1f, to the )'auna rebr.l in knee_pants 
f l"l* Mooring.port and the C.ddo Lak. r.lII.lon, it tt.d the 
te.p t.Uona o f s bi. elty. 

It .... the oll_tr!k •• t Caddo Lak. in 190& .. hlch .ade 
• boos elty of Sh,..veport. Oll. l1ke cotton, required 
che. p labour •• t le .. t In pr_echanh.dy •• re. Bl.cks 
• l reae1d_ 8IIploYld.t the rip. . but th"re.l."t111 
pl . ntyofhlllvy .. orkand ... lthth.dllcover.yofoll. 
the . "p.nding econ~ of the city brouRht ouny apport­
uniU .. for dOlleatlc , .enhl . nd . ... i __ killed work . 
Ithenthe . tr i ke .o_d to h.av. burned It •• lfoutby the 
eOO of the 'twentl •• the open!.,. o f the h.t Te " •• 
t1.ldln 1930 and the RQode ... f'Ield tiv.ye.ra later 
Ra ve the city the boost it n.eded . 

Th .. OltPrelll tony .. . .... h.dbeen~ rorShrev.port.a 

f or . ve l')' oth"rurb.nd1lltrlct but it r.cov.red quickly 
.nd . voldedthe ... ldslt thstaffected •• n,ySouth.rn 
c:: l tlell. But then Ith.d none of the a .. pecteofaSouth­
em c:: lty~ tt".lIprll,lt"'. tlc . h. rd- noaed. c_rel. l.un­
..... nUc.llD-f!:e ttl/IP.. Wh.nJonnAv .. 1')' !.-SJt.ndRuby 
Terrll ~ c .... the,.. In 1940 the popul.tion had hit 
the .. venQ'-rtve thou. and • • rk and black. h.d tipped 
th l r tJ' -tJv. ptlr c ent:'; Ir th.y'd . tayed lonaer thClJ' 
would doubtl ... " hsve found •• ny .ore Mudc ian .. uong 
t he blsck COllllllun l ty th. t centred on th .. W." t AUend.le 
• lId C .. d.rGrov . . .. cUonll .llutthey .tay"donlyt"o 
da,yu. theTu".day.ndWedn."daythe elahth.ndnlnthot 
Qctober . before &oinR on to Oil City. the " It. otthe 
1906 s trike. Writina • fe .. d"" later Ruby Looaax r e por­
t ed: "Arter Jiaallng .roundcon.ider. blyinE • • tT." • • 
.. lth S.credll. '1'COnvenUon. anct . "elll. ro BlOpti . tAII.n . 
.nd au ltlr-picke Nl .nd .n e.-st . ve . we .t""ck out for 
Shrevepor l . £.c::ep t f or ..... p r .tty n~.bo)' . ' c rle • • • 11 
our recordln,cr; .. there .... re •• de by NCJ\ roell--b l u ... si rlAere 
f rCISI "T • •• " "v" nue". French Cr""le 11 11I$I1trtl. Rultllr.nd 
.lIndo llnp l ckera 6 ." 

"'OUAh John Lo'"alt' '' .l.IlobIOE\r. phy •• w publl . hed a f .... 
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y.,. ,.,. IlIhr .nd t h .. refo re could h. v. th.--n URht on how 
It .. f ound th. Shreve port u IOSle,... th ... v.nt • •• obviou.l, 
In.uft1ciently......,r.ble for hi . to inclu,le 7. But Ith 
lIkIt1yth.thc lltl rtr lyenc::ounteredth .. on thll stree t.nd 
la t.er followud the. to 11 b.r. Hb fi . ld not.ew report th.t 
"OoIc.r (Buddy) W<;od •• Joe H.rrh' .nd Kid w •• t .re . lI pro­
f ..... lonll1 "eRro p;ult.erht. and ul1l$ler .. of Tltll • • Avenue . 
Shreveport. Lwl. hna. "'e eonge J h.ve recorded .re seong 
t~ .. theYl.luetoc.jol. nlckl.efro.th..,pock.ts ofl h t_ 
.ne,.. . On. nll1ht 1 ".t an hour whe,.. the tlroup .. le playlrt,lt 
In .. re .. t.ur ... t .... ere drink .. " .. re .erved. 1 ".., the onl)' 
person who dropped. contribution In the c .... I doubt it 
the propri.tor paid th_ IIn¥thl11$1 . " 8 ",ts briet note 
.UAAe.ts th.t .11 th,... _Biei ....... re .. onl1"" t.o,It:ether • • 
.lIrouP. lIutlt.o. it ..... not to h.ve O(:curred tol.oeax 
to rtlcord th ..... u.,...-plece band . In.te.d . O.c.r Wood ll 
"a. recorded on the Tu...,..,. ~ Joe Harrle .nII Kid W •• t on 
thefollowill8 d..,.. 

In.brl.rln tervJ .... ttheconcluelonofthe . e . s1on. 
wh.n O."a .. "ood. had ............ played Look He ... Bobl On. 
Thine 1 Got To sy . John I.oeax .lidted • I!tU,' fUrther 
info.-Uon . 

I.oeax: lIudd),. "hen d-o you-'Wh.n do you pl~ thh .ona·/ 
Wood.: Oh . ... 11 . down ' n ' .round th ••• iittl .. hop Joint. 

...d thl .... U kllth. t _henth.yh.vlna·aoodtl ••. 

W.ll . th.)' kinds Ret • li'l .tt_l.t.d. 

How do you .ske your lid,.. reaul.r1,. Buddy7 

Oh. Ju.t dlft.,..nt-4tangll1A .round the comera . 
lyln' .round the JOlntu 'n' tak l n' up wt."re 1 c.n. 
Once In • whl1e-n- y' know , th.t .. ay. 

Loaax : You p. u.th. h.t.round?Don'tyou •.•• 

Wood. : Oh Y • • • lllr. p. llell'I8 th .. h.t .. round . don't torR. t ... 
LoIux: How tOfU! h.v. )'00 be.n •• treet . lnaer7 

Wood.: Ohh - I Aue ••• round tifteen y •• re. 

t.o.a,,: Done nothlna but pick aince then? 

Woods : , ",.t·s sll--9rectlcllly .11 • 

LooII .. : Th.t .o? Wh.re did you III.row up did you tell .. e? 

Wood.", Al .. ays In the St.te of l.ou1al ..... 

Loft .. : Wher. did you a.t your .. dc::7 

WoodBI I gues ll I JI.I.t . ettled on It. Ju. t picked It up 
.~ere • • oeethlne·ldtdn't"'aduponlt • 

"Thankyou .. ".id~ln.retherb<>redvoice;he'dh • • rd 
1t.11 betore , the w_ vquen •••• the ••• e leek ordet • .Il. 
A. snint.rvi"" .. l t h.blu .. a111,1t. rl t .... p.rfUnctorybut 
I n1940th.,.. .... UtU.torel.t.ltto.ndnopl ctur. 
.... '1111\8 th.t would lI&ke • IIOre probl1l$l Int.ervi~ nec ... _ 
.1')'. Woods "u. ea.)' . but re"pectfUl, IInd dldn't .dvane • 
.l\Ytnfor.utlonor h l"ownlOccord. 

Th.:record ue.slon It.elf.u . lIl\htly ..ore rev •• l1l\11l. 
thou,lth it u.y h.v. slv.n John J..OIl.1I • • U'1' r ise . He had 
c o llected. nueboor o f v.rai ...... <>f Ut .. R,,)lad Of",,, floll 
We"vU. 9 and proi>ably requ •• ted on. froll Osc.r Wood • . At 
;;;:;r;te Woodll obllaed with .. 1l0llf'. of thie tltl • • !2!!. 
~. It .... how.ver .. v.relon of .. Ra1ney ' ''~­
We.vU 81u ••• record.d in 1923 and her tirst Ie.ued re<:­
o rd 16 1 OIIcer Wood. had transpo.ed th.tun" . kJllfUlly t o 
h h indJvldu.l t.chnlqueottultarpl~ina • .ubtlych .... -
trill the phr .. lng t o . ult the .te.dy rh,ytha of hh own 
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, 
accomplUli .. ent. By hll. own account tu Loraax , Wood .. had 
b .. en worklng o n t h tlOltreet ... l nCI! 1925 1HK1 ""'Y thtl " " ­
(un:thave h" .. rdth .. rec<)rnat.hltif ....... hUll1 I1 Kye .. r or 
lIo b"rore . 

BuddyWoodu , a a he ",""gener allycalled , w""oolltrHn_ 
Aer to r ecortlina when the LUIII"u, ,,,, found hili. lU ll f;lllrl -
1o,"ttltlellwerewithllllecondRultwriatwhulllln,p,blul!ll 
v<>c.l"andpla,yedk..,..ou.llddleSch.tf .. r;thdr~ 
Ilrealdn ' 8h,l"" W'ld HOIIII! " .. " "kin ' Ulu''':I were ""cord"d .. 
~lnM""phh.Tennc lI .. " .. iI. Thlll w"uollll' 
four<lIll'" .. f t.O!rJ""'''II 'KokOlOo ' Arnold "",d .. h ill first 
r ecoNiingll, ,t t h" ,."", .. il)Cationu.ndwHh tht:III.IIUI .. ,,­
carding crew 12. The het. Is 11 tantltlh;lng one , for Ba 
fa .. . a can be IIlIc" .. tIl1ned , the!>" "'ay have been the 
flratfourrecon,llng .... "d .. ofllcOlllp.ra t1vely,.are 
style of blues gutta .. pla,ylng . It IU'CJllII unlikely that 
Woods and A .. nold could h.ve l e • ...,ed thh technique 
w1th s uch vlrtuodty In eo s hort a t1l11e and direct In_ 
flu~nc" hi ther(!fore unlikely . Arnoid c llll.ed to have 
CDlU f rom Georg!s 13 . ",hUe Woods CMe f ro. Loulll1anM. 
Only a f ewdlqs l ater. Booke r Wuhln,gton White {and 
cO<apanlon . Nllpoleonltar!ston) " leoJlladehla ftr-atrec _ 

~~.!.1~ ~~:~!:el~~ltll.r. agllin to the aame recor<!ln,g 

l1nlike T .... p .. lI .. d. ",ho u~ed 11 IIllde on the treble IItr­
IflA8only . A.rnold . Woodll a nd Whl te.ll pla,yed In ope n 
tun In, with the ~lI de Idd .. cro~,. the IItri1llta . On DC ­

ca,.lon . Book" r Wh ite .. ou1d pia,y with his lIult.r laid 
IIcronh1R lap. but.ore f Ntquently he pla,y<td with a 
slide llladeff'Ollla l e"3thofbralllltublna. el lPPl!dovl!r 
h18 t1naer . trith t he guiur In tha c ustomary pollltion. 
Arnoid l,Ial,la11y. and Woud ll invariably . pla,yed th" guit­
ar flat acroas tha lap . Bl ac k Aca (S.K.Tumer). who 
lellmed".uchoth1a techniql,ll! trOlllBuddyWooda, emp­
loyed the .. uellllthod 15. Thh wa. also the IIflnn&rot 
alideal,l lter pla,y l"S l,IaedbyLeadbelly . who~wdl l 

have learned 1tln Shreveport . I t eppe ar-a that the 
fle tau l tar technlqu. 10'''' p.rt1culerly tavouredby 
Shr.veport ..... "lchnebut .. ee.lI l1k.ly tha t It w .. d. r­
i ved dlNtctly trooa the Haw.Uan ~tyle, which h.d been 
Jllade pOpulerby ltawdlanlOu$lclan •• pp •• ri rlJ! et the 
Chl caao World' .. Fair and the "ub.equBnt anne"etion ot 
the illl and .. 16 . 

Arnold.Wood ... ndWhl te . wh<> wereto ... kethe lrnllllOea 
Inl .ter ye.rs.hed .l r eadyto ..... ul.tadthelrpe r aon.l 
atylea.Amold · .cDnlplexplckinaon~~ 

and aiao.t trantic playlna On Paddlin' lIIade11 n. Bll,le!l 
waal,lndhpl,lt.bly hi. own; White' . train i.aat1onsw.Nt 
In.percu •• lv. ronRthath.repe.tedottenlete r.By 
cClll!pariaonWood.·pla,yinaw.allO .... relaxed . eeeJIinato 
be 1e811 interea t ed In iotp...,.aina the reconHna execut­
Ives . Not thatan,y or thnwa. to owe a career to Victor 
- thous;. OtIcar WDOde with Eddle Ch.fer {lIlc) .. de a COl,lp-
111'18 for Vtctorunder the n ..... e "Edd le lU'ld"Oac .. r"on8 
Fo:bruary 1932. This record {Victor 23324) which backed 
Nok- 't.- Al! - Blue ll with Flrin. Crow Bluea was the t1rat 
recording ot th. !litter title . s popular Te" .a_Louia_ 
t ana the .. e . TII" ~e ... "ion vfte In ORib. and well prob.bly 
he ld .t the In.t1gllt1on or JIo,ftlle C.via • • white country 
aln,ger with polltic.l .... blUonol .molle lIong" wer e clearl y 
infll,lencedby bl ac k recor<!a.On the lIa,aeda.yOavislll.d. 
tourt1tleawlth Wood"aCCOBlpa nyinp;. onon"ofvhICh 
they ahllred t h. vocal • • ~.J!!.a~(Victor 
23688). Indeed . 81,1ddy Wood" ... y have accOllpanled n.vb 
reco rdings liS e.r1y a" 1930.in "'e,"phl • • J I_l . no.v it.! 
10' •• leter to become Gove rnor ot LOl,li lllan. in 1944 and 
va. to ~erve • "I!cond tenl In 1960. 1ll00d" .eem" not to 
h.ve "xploited the connecUun by lleek1n& IIIOr. recortUrl3l1 
on hh own i n iti.tive . Withi n the next couple oty",ars 
KokQlllo Arnoldhlld O'lo vedtoChicago wh"r • • i n Septembl! r 
1934 he cOl!l!Qe nced h ho rOI,lr-yellr 10nacontr.ctwlthOecc. 
dl,lrin& vhich h. record. d prolifically 17. 

Bl,lddy Wooda however .tayed In Louiaianu. . unamb1tiol,l .. . 
dt..lnterelte d l n ... kinaacareer . ··CaU.hi .. ",elt··Troub­
.dour·. ' Street Ru"tler'" !.oil"" not~d 18. Wh en Woods h.d 
.nopportunlty to record tor. I,Init ot th.OeCCK company 
ttv.elnNewOrleiUlein1936vherehecut~ 

Don't Clve It AVllY; one o f the tuneY he cho~ .. to pi ll,)' 
rorJohnLoll.xfol,lrYl!arsbter. 19 Hs ' d recorded it 
too. in Sen An tonio with the band rrontedby IIShr.ve­
portlllflAer. Kitty Gray 20 . It'll not al,lrpr ia lll$l. . the re-
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tore toh .. "r t he &a." wlthvhich h",playa t ht! tl,lneand 
the IIlllOut c "~I,IIIl . :iwi nr.l tlS'. IIlBnne r ot hi ... I nfll ng . 
·'Word .. and "",dc by Rl,lddy W<><><III ·· l.oIIax .dded tu hia h ... t­
LIYIJ"nne dtrllns cript."dd1"S"""uddy . Woodscl.1 .. ato heve 
compo~ftd th .. word~ .. nd 1I".lc··. 

Thoullh Bl,lddy Wood" had recorded .ever"l bll,lell lit his r aw 
.. e ... ;lono . he .. "deon l y one forJohnLom .. x.S ...... eU.eIlJ 
~·.The v .. r ",e",wer e .. l1ghtOKXl~Of 
trlldlt1ona1lyrictlandtl",whol"blutlehiidonlythree 
II t.n2..~ . Bu t Wuodll llel!!ll'" to have conllldered t h". 11 ... 

cOllpolllt1on;lIlIkedto ... ke asecondta kehelntrodl,lced 
ollly .lir:h tv.rillti on .. . openirlJi,vl t hd l rfer"ntinost""",,n_ 
tKlphra ll lrlA llndchllnnlnl'lawonl here .ndthere whllethe 
lIen .. erero.inedth"sll.Ole.8uddy·afinal itHl Look He r e 

~~ Th1T"1! ~~! .. !o .. ::! ;::I,I~.;~:~!~7! :~e!ftl 111 
a fewy eal'1l betore) played w1thhlllcuat()fllsryfluency . 

J ohn l.OIIaxI!O\lldh.ueobtelnedllOre -.uBic rlVllBl,lddy 
Woodll Irhehed been fIImlll.r wtth his rtlcords. t.c..ax 
wlu ... ot! va ted tu rllcord sonp:llte r s rlltherthlUlbll,lea.l.nR_ 
ers &n<1v •• t .rlllDre lntereatedlntho,u'1I1naerawho,.., r _ 
lected In thelrreplltolrl!. the ves t1p.ell o r an old e r t rad_ 
tUon . BuddyWoorls. reconl l"il with hh ·'WBIIIJII,I.C.ta"".nd 
pl~I"4 • • t t1 .. ell . vithlllOall jsu:-lncl1nedgrol,lpa . .... at 
hllve ae.,.edtoo ul"bane to Lom&x 22. Ktd We.t .nd Joe H.r­
rl a w"remoreto h lllt.llte ; at.nyrate he record"dllOre 
1t .... ll bythero . Howe vtlr. they had even le.ae to . ayabout 
t heOleelvell !lnd loOI.x 1e n no further notes to fill In the 
b iographlcai de tolleofthetvost...,e t lllngere . 

Thai rrlre t tttJe WSB probably ratherunellpected. Thol,lilh 
itw.sc. lledR.llro.dRy (AFS 3990 A3l it WIIS a novelty 
ragtl .. e nUOlber of the ki nd th.tyeanbetora t hey h.d 
pla,yedtowhlt.audiencee ;declldesbefore . even. Artera 
.econdtalleortheeo,,& . with Ite pathetlccloslnal1ne 
"He..., cOlles thet Choo-choo . choo-choo-choo_ h.oop-poopl_ 
th.t'etheRailro.dRag".Lom"".vowedth.tilveaa 
""pr. t ty th1na"and .sked KldWeat whe nhefi r mtplayed 
It 23 . "Thirty-tive yesrellilo. " Lono""aakedht .. hadhe 
hesnl "onybodyallle play It?· · "Hobody""K l dWeetassl,l re<! 
hi .. . JohnLom. x turnad to Joe Harr l • • ·'vhat do you do 

~~:~:?,,":::"'~ II~:~~~. c:~:e t:~r~r~:~d r~~!~ . "~!~y. a~~I~~~~" 
..,nqulredLOIIax.Thelnterv1evva8n · tilOinJil weI1 aoJoe 
pla,yed th. Baton Rouae Ry to a b.njo- lIke th .... e with 

· . .. heel-and-toe ··du.ncett .. ina. t.o.&xll8kedJoe ... he .... 
tiehadlearnltdl t ... lju. · stud illdi t up-..Ysel r . .... Dldn · t 
rou tall Ifte , t hllt >lOIIebody ",llIe started you on tt'I" Loaax 
eaked I n • r eprovlnl!; ton. , "V.a sir . the boy--he Villi 11 

.tru.p"tpl.y.ranrlhelearned1tto.e . "" ""llow lo"llllJ!io?" 
:LDIIIlic •• ked. "Been.roundthlrty-three yeartlap.o··H.rr ia 
repl1",d . explelnlnllln .nolwer to a further question. thllt 
t hl .. well In Runld e . Louhllana . lI.rrl. r e vealed . littl" 
IIOr" .of h1 .... el f "'he n he r ecorded . lIune In Creole patuia. 
Creole Soryt (AI'S 3990 B4). Thh he l earned I n NI!W Ibe r_ 

: ~~~II h~1I e::!a!7::~e~";:.;:i~;y::!~ ~:ar. bllfore . At th" 

Lam .. : Old yol,l " pe ak ell,)' French . Cr .. ole duwn t here? 

LOIOax: What do the wonl>l .. alln? 

lIa r.;'I . :"Igotno r .. zor.andlp.otno Aun . 
I Ilotnu ItOney . and 1 dun·twant you." 

They .. ovedhalltllyuntoth.,nexttun .. . ltvlIlI~~ 
~" vera1onotatrltdlt1on.lthe.etll'1ltpOpul.r­

lud byl1uII I" SII lth i n 19?Jby it ll full tltleor · T.ln·t 
Nobody' a Bu"in,,"a tr J Do 25. 011 thh Joe H.rrls tOOi<tiie 
vocal . his voice b!!ln,g HtrotlAe r t han Ki d Wellt ' • • who. un 
thel!vldllnceorthe recor<!lnall •• ppear stohllvll be"nthe 
olde r orth"twO Jl ,m . ltw ... onllorthreeulderthetrl"'. 
whlcl.thlldl,lo ..... cord"d . the oth"r two ve r e !!!:!.!l.Y....Q.!...!!!.! 
~andOldll .. nC .. cklt'd AndHuollterLH.idAn~AA·Al_ 
though I ' .. Looki ns For The Bl,llly o r Th tl Tuwn had b.en r.­
curdedby . rorex .... ple,'thell,,"'phl .. J~aandln192726 . 
Itllee .. "unl!.ke1yth"ttheH.rrl.- Weu t verdon w . ll d e r lv­
ed t rom .. uchH osource.Partor"verysonr."ter·arepe r tol r e 
e.rly In the century thl e . .. onll se ...... tohavl'I . urvlved In 
t he dl,lo · " .. ".ory In " rr"4t"f'nt.ry rOnl . Kid Weat · ... ando­
lin plMylllSl ia Al,lttlc l"ntly IIdept to s l,ll).fl ellt thllt h l!.ay 
have been a dab hSnd atpla,yl"S the tune 1n ear lier ye" .... . 
~ .. " .. ,.orepopl,llltrvlthwhlt"c"'""'l,Intt1ell •• 
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dano;:e t hO;:lI\Cwh.lo;:hw.Ul Nlo;:" rde ll by ... "u .. bero(u],l-Ullc 
whit~ ... "dO;:\l1n". The r e I" "(lIOe rel .. Uon w\l.h Cllcklln' 
llen"ndRoo,;to;:rToo . 21.hYTht1~klllutt.IO;:k"r~AlI­
a"ta bll!l<.-dwhlt .... trlnp,bondwhlo;:hfclltur"dKldWeut·,. 
o;:untetnpor .. ry.lJidTan",,,·.onfiddl .. . !t.wallinf .. cta 
fiddle "huw-pl~o;:e pe .... ltUnl'. In.:tl"\ll!><",tlll 1 .. ltlltlnntl of 
the fowl. On .. mip.ht cunclud" th'lt Kid W" .. t hltd h .. e" ~ 

lIember of .. ut rlnr. blind pli.yiM for white rlance" lOt ,,(>IOc 
UIIC In hili Ilfc. when 11 riddl" plll,Y"rl'''rfu ..... "tl the 
mll1io;:ry . 

l"hoUI'.h ul d"r "lIu"id .. ner,," 26 th .. " In.lddy Wood". both Kid 
wc .. t .. nd Joc Il .. r,rlll ph.y"tl .. nd " ... np. blu"". Kid Wo;"t 
~hll""nennap.I"s:toueh oflronywhlehtleel"reRhi s 

int .. "Uo" to utay ulnr.l" .. nd "ut be buthcrt!rl by ""0 
w"rryln ' kid ,," . ThOlJltll Joc U"rril"1I ""lit r".:". 8hl~" 
I:; f"lrly o;:o"ve"Uonal with It!! v.)r,W!l derived fro. 
IlllndLelllOnJufrer .. on . hl" .... fero;:nc" tOI'."tti.lI'. tu 1'".­
"" "no;:ro"9 th" Iln,," ellph .. ~lut!" the pt!rt:\"te"c<> In th., 
fulk lIell",., uf thc boundury bctwc.,,, th" ~t .. tu" unll th" 
T". o>' kepublie. kla Out ~aut 1I1u,,0: (A1"~i 3991 ~) . " 
wllltfu] blu"" wllh echoe"of.,,,rllllr ,"""oNliMO: . lrodu­
tlo;lI th"llnnlltlltingthlltheh .. d"lI .. or,,,,,,lnrrnnkll,,. 
on" \nOon .. ld"onvlllc".Th .. "ct"wnul n St . lIl"rY ' III,,,d 
Alle~n .. ion Cuu"U"" r""p""Uv,,ly. hav" "VU" tOOuy. pop­
uluelonll below t.", th.,..,,, .. nd. lIunkl". h,cld"ntlllly. 11,," 
,;ou \..h-we .. t of N ... teh~r.-<Jn- lh"-IHll In Avuy"ll!!." P .. rlah. 
'"hcf1n"lblue".wflllpllll'odbyKidWest.~­
!:!!:!!..l uotherwlllf"not"l>I"forthelnc.luKlonofllverlle 
""u!llly"s .. 0()1 .. t"dwlthllu<ldleLcdb"Ucr · "Goodlllurn 1!1R 
~. 29 

.'roooShrcvf)purt.JohnllndllubyLoMa>< .. entln .... aro;:hof 
LL'adbelly'" fwdly. who l lvf!d In IIloorlflSl;~port. n"ar the 
H1teofth .. fir"tbIACllddoLRkuuillltrlk" . lIlecUnr.. 
Uncll! IIob Ledhettl!r"ullthl<vc i>".,,, 11 lllndfftllrlc f",rJohn 
I~ ... "". fur the uld IIlIn wall t he unc)" o f 11011111" Ledbet­
ter. Lull\ux wrote In hit.: not" .. : "Unde lIob . r<:nowned 
r:i ll$lllr Inhl .. yOlJAA erd"YnwhcnT"rrilll .,.'lJh"ttl!r (now 
dead) pllll'"d th .. I';\Iltar. Is nOW an 80 yur old roan. 
Inte .l l r.ent . po"', .... 91ng nlltur"l dll'.nlty lI"d pub .. : , he 
eit .. on the poNlh ot hh hOllle with one ot his Ilrand­
dau#lter .. and looks out over fields ot o;:otton and o;:om 
whieh he is no lonaer able to o;:ultivate . Children ...... rift 
around-nina in the buno;:h. the oldellt sixteen ye ....... lie 
aa ..... a.s indifterent to the dlllllOur •• th. tHe. he 
bn,lshe •• wlQ' . We wer<! dlssppoint.d in Unde Bob tor h. 
h.1I h.d 11 "atroke" and hla "re-membranee" ia no lonaer 
trustworthy. ''He II1n ' t In hill dnd" his dsuahter told 
us . " 

One of thlrteeno;:hlldren . he ws.bomon Oeo;:e .. ber 18 . 
in he believed. 1861. They asked hill why. after won.1n& 
in a rich eountry for fitty years . he didn't '!ljlve up 
"OIIIethina forhh old Ilge . "I drank toollUch whisk,y"he 
replied. "!verySaturdsynilhtI .. pentaUlh.dearne/l 
the week before . But I h .. d • lood UII<!I . " Ruby LoII\ax' .. 
lettere added t'urther det.illl. quot1oa Bob Ledbetter aro 
811;,)'i"8 th.t he wall born we ll t ot Oil City . He didn't 10 
to IIo;:hool. "My father kne .. book~print1n', h .. h.ad print_ 
leamln', and he lellmed lie how to"pell out of an old­
farohioned s peUin,g book. lie didn't know nothlna about 
wrlt1n,g . .• I .. aanever injdlinllY life. I didn ' t go 
to se .. ay friend a there. Ialwsy •• dd "Prao;:tio;:ellakea 
perfect"...,dI IItayedswsy fro. the jail. Mytather 
learned lIewhllt w .. " rip,ht to do alld I tried to do it. 
My father s'""3 "'Rularo;:hUNlh sonna . I aatlflfiddle 
reelll_not Il fiddler though. Everywhere you uud to 
hearllle Iwu 81IUl;ins:reelo. • .. I joined the churcl1 at 19. 
IIUIrrledat20 . ju.tstartedinth .. 20'II . Ibel1evllin 
o;:onjure If you let ' em put it In your o;:ottee or tood." 
NotedRubyLoaax:"Itwall fI""OlllUncl eBobthatLeadbelly 
laamed "1U1)' of the songs that he "cOllpolI~d" hluelf!" 
They asked hlOlwhere he learned SOlllU1)'aona", "Jell ' 
brosdenin ' around. Jes' broadenln ' arnund" he replied. 

By now he w.s sl.o"tunable toa!n,g. but he took them 
to seehh a randaon . NOM. a blue" aingerand F;IIitar­
lilt. "NOM r .... e .. bl .... Leadbellyphysio;:ally (h .. would 
like to IlIitlltehlll.a a p;uitar play .. r. but liollh worka 
at hla Job too closely . he doean·t prao;:t!ee "piekln'" 
enough) . All of liollh ' .. tunea lire "81u88". ",oat of whlo;:h 
he dlllllll to heve put together. AOf he played for us In 
01lClty . the ador .. tion of hill c<>lOely wlfe .. hollat by. 
the grave rep;ard and e .. tee"","nlfeatcdby Unel" Kob. 
IIllde the II cene me",orllble." 32 

The '''O;:Dne' wall lIet with Uncle Robbeinl In ,, .. rv lewedby 
John Lorna •• "Unelo::Bobtoldallaboutth .. lakellandterrlea 
In th .. ",Id daya . "Lotl! of p,ood fhhin'" he lIal d. "but I 
don't like to fhh.l>un't l1keanythlngabout thewaler. 
the btggelltllOtion I can make in th"wllt'arh to 10 to the 
bott<>lO." In half a pulogy forlluddie' " troub louscllreerhe 
remarked: "Look .. lik .. sornepeople · lIbornfortrouble; jes ' 
love trOUble". Al'.ain . "I tell you how It III wid de nlper 
nation. Ifa""'lI:oe"big w1dds"OIIOen . u"lIlenhlltes 
him! " lie followed thhwith snun&o;:companledClevelandC_ 

\ ~:~:~ ~~"ft~A~~s!~:~e B e!~I~!:~!~a~! :~l~::::l!n~~e:p~:-
GroverClevelandhllvi""be .. neleo;:tedtooffio;:eintheye. r 
of Le.dbl!lly' .. birth and enterl"l: the White Houae in 1886. 
Cleveland · a.",o;:ond te"". towhlo;:h thh song .. syhave refer­
red . waa inaugurated In 1893. aupported by the Populi at 
vote . Thouah it I .. unlikely that either Uno;:le Bob Ledbetter 
or hi' loo;:d blao;:k o;:ont ... porsries had tha vote he did dai. 
he had himaelf voted for Clevel...,d . When The Sun Goes Down 
(AI':'I3992112 .3.4).un ... lan<.lardblu".th .... erollowed.in 
no Jee" thlln three take ... auagestlng that the IItrlo;:ken Uno;:-
la Bobwaa not up to reeord1naby hll1selt. Hewa .. prevalled 
upontoaina~. w1thNoahJllooreplsylnltthelultarace­

Oftpanl,. .. nt . 

" lIud,Ue l .. amed "Pauline" frOlll Uno;:le Bob and probably 1Ian,y 
.. "other tune . "Paul1ne".bythewOl.,Y,"sysUno;:leBob . eue 
to hl O1 fro. hia fIlther" John LoI\u reo;:orded tn hla note ... 
pres ..... llblyo;:ont'ua1na~withAllenProthro' ... o""~_ 
!.!!.!(AI'S 178 B). reo;:orded eOllleaevenye .. rsbetorein 
Nashville Penitentiary. Unde!\ob o;:onduded with What She 
~(AfS3994A21.poadblya .. lnstrel_typ .. n .... ber , and 
then Noah IIloor .. took over . 

In aplte ot LOIIO"" ' s con.ent ... No""' , first it .... were not 
bluell . Mr. C ...... pDon't 'Lo .. ltHere(Al'S3993Al)wa .. the 
apirltedb.rrelhousepleo;:ethetwasknowntoalltheMe~ 
hiaainaere.ndwhiehwlIsreo;:ordedasJllr.Cl'UMpDon · tL1ke 
It by frank Stokes in 1927 33. The identity of Mr. Cn.mp 
;;a unknown to Nollh Moore. II.nd John r..:-ax·s queatione and 
lioah · .. repl1e" lIake It dear that he did notas .. ooiate 
MemphlswiththelloflSl; . It,e""",theretorethstheprobably 
adaptedtheStqk.earao;:ordbutlntroduo;:edtherhyttuoallnd 
lio;:kath .. thehlld le .. rned f....,. hi. elder eouain. Huddle. 

I Done Tol' You w .... not ' trlctly a blue~ dther. but .n 
eiaht-b.r dano;:e r~el, with retrain of e kind popuhr in 
cOWltry dilltrio;:t. until the ·thirtie •• "YOIJ ca.ll that a 
t_atep7":loIu.xasked."lreo;:kon.o".Noahreplled . 
ao;:knowla:d&ina that it .. a. the kind that he uaed to play 
tor· dano;:. , .Inth1altero.whlchhareo;:ordedtwio;:e. the in­
flu,e nce of Le .. dbelly ill strong and the powert'ul rhythma 
are· e.tre..ely well handled . lIut NoahwlIs aYOUl\ller.lln 
and'lIlIIIllot h ill ti.e. A .. u;'ax h. dobaerve d. b1ueawere 
Noah ' a lluaie ' and for the .... he o;:ha,naed his atyle . 011 City 
~ (ATS 3993 B 1) and Lew Down Worry~ are played 
inarollina .. tyle. withooo;:allionalb ... strinarunaor 
hlllMlered treble not ... in .. ",anner OIuo;:h favoured by Texas 
gu1hr iatsottha · thlrtia .. . Possibly the ahadow of runny 
Paper Saith (Howlloa wolf SMith) 34 f alla .. o;:roas the .. e re-
0;:0rd1na~ . but they aho link with l .. ter .. lnaera Uke L11 
Son Jao;:k .. on 35. Lea. likely but.ubtly evident la the in­
flueno;:e ot Hobert Johnaon. ellpeo;:1ally in tha dosina versea 
ot Lew Down Worry IIluell 36 . Noah ueel the hUlMl1na phr .. ae .. 
and once or twice the hiah note .. of th .. trable E pio;:ked at 
thl!12thfret , th.tJohnaonflvOlJred.Thisrecordin,glaated 
nearly twelve ainutes. quite e.o;:eptiona1 tor reo;:ordinas of 
the time . "Bout the lonp;eat one I eVllr heared" re.arked 
Loru •• "It aelllla like it , till got !le in a s weat" Noeh r ep­
lledafterhill .. r.thonpertol'lllsnee . 

lie emergea fr'Ofro the reo;:ordlnas as a ~ood all-rounder. play­
illgdanc,,",ehandblueawlthequelllkll1.HiIl~' 

(AfS 3995 A 1) Isadano;:etunead .. ptedtroMthetnditional 
balllld of the relllon EllaSpeed 37. 1tefollowed It with a 
al1dep:uit .. rpiace. Settln ' Here Thlnkln'. probably played 
with tha guit . r flat. and with a voo;:al that owed evenllOre 
toRob.rtJohnson . The final 11010 ite". Jerry' aSRloon 
IIlue ..... alnth ...... evainbutlljtainwiththeJr;uitarplay-
~ .... anner th .. t auage .. tad o.t lIta .. t aOllle e .. arene .. a of 
the.o;:hoolofBudd,yWOQdyJB. 

At llbout aeven that ,",venina John loIIa. went out for a bot­
tleofmllk . 1I..,leee of cake and a.sndwlch for Uno;:la Bob 
L .. dbetter. Leter they drove hi. hOllle tl'Olll the on City ho­
telwheretherecordinllshadtakanplace . ''They"ur<!ahowed 
mealloodtime;thatwaathefiratU01elever .. teat l 
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... h1te people'lI hotel In-.yUfe''BobtoldhleadmlrlnR 
f .... Uy ... henheaothOlle . 

TheShreveport-cllClty eee.lon .... ereover • • ndnoneor 
the p.rtic;:lp.tin,ll. IIIl1$len ever recorded at.dn . What 
happenedtoth .. 1 

Ah.oet ",,"ctly twenty y ........ IlIter. In the lIu .... er uf 
1960 ... ith"'.Y .. ife VIII a nd Chrle Str.ehwltz I trhld to 
traceO.c.rWOQdy.lt ..... n · tea .. ytollek" .. nyk lndol' 
.. eeeorch InShr"veport.t that U .. e. Th .. dty hellH_ 
lee .. ere .tUI .eareRate d and whlte ll .. eren · t "elc","e 
In the tOURher bleek d h trict •• Only a fe .. block. a ... ay 
the whltaproprllrt.or o l'a/{ea.htlon pre tended that 
he ·d neverheardof r ll.Mln!;treet. When we got th"re . 
I'1n111ly . itlooke-doddlypleuant.nd.h.ded. the 
~1III11er tiMber rrued cabin. th.t clung to th" . ide of 
theateeph1l1 •• PPllarinaverydOllleatlc ... ithl1nenon 
thIlW".hingl1n,,". But.couplooofblllck_en.oon 
l etu. know .. e .. e r .. n't .... nted. 

In 19400.c .. rWoodeh.dalv"nhla.ddres.u 1403 
P.tuanSt .. eet .. lth .. III1Uln.a .. ddrea ... t 1529 AiIton 
andll .. rrleandW .. lt werelivina . t816 La .. renc;:e . ThiB 
Info ..... tionw ... not .. vallable tou. lit th"tiH of our 
OWJ,"e ... chea . but in the event it would h .. vlI belln o f 
lI.Hed Ullt!. Fro. one poor lead to anothe r .. 11 event_ 
u.lly Ht up with Alex "Snooke"Jone • • • pl.no plll,)'er 
and one_ti.e IlUBielan In • little band which included 
Woodl. Kid We.t and JOfI Htorrle . Sadly ... leamed thet 
Ale" Jone. had been one of the pall-bellrera .t Buddy 
woodll' t\!.nerlll .. hen he dled at thll &,i. of fifty - three 
InI956 39 .1roniclllly.ltldWellt.lI ... choldllrMatl . 
• urvlvedhillbyeyellr ... hll eJoe H.rria ·juatrllded· 
and nothinaaore .. aaheerd of hi •• We went out to Club 
66 on a deallrtad . chelll.Y hlll- "it .. on the edae of town 
whe..., tha band utled to pill,)' . A clap-boarde-d . white 
pdnteddance-hal1ithed lurid murals on the .. alla 
\lJ>dejuke_bo" 1n one comeI'. We trie-d to ill{l,flln .. lt 
whenth .. ShreveportetriI\llIlUBiclanaprovidedthellu.­
le . but In it. dlent . II turty. Wluaad .pece the hllIJllIS 
w.re .low in ca-01na. 

Aa for Noah Moore. he hlld died long b. fore. Hie broth­
"I' TOIl • • welder .t RUey Ddrd In Shreveport .... rote 
the brier detail . or Nollh ' . ur. In a letter to Bn,lce 
Sutin 40 • 

''Jfoah v ... born In 1901 In the pe reenteae of Il001'11\11:._ 
port. La. born to Mr. and Mra. TOIIMool"ll Sr . • He Villi 

I"lllIredinMoorin.\tllport. La • • Heleam ao.teofhh 
1IIJ. lerro.Huddlel.edbett. r . • . thayplll,)'edtoaetherllll 
through tha piney wood •• He vol"ked ee • s hllre-cropper 
and he loved to fhh. " Af ter recall1na the 011 City 
lIeeelun. To.tedde-d: "Noah loved to pill,)' hhaulter . 
.a.etiee. In hh YOWl&lI r daye . h •• ta,yed up l.te .t 
n1ah t • • aOlHl rriend. wo ... ld u . .... lly aather .round for 
11 JU lIesllion. Unrortunetely. he went to ".1' . (World 
War 2), next he was 11111&1"8 in .ction." .. 1 

PlI&erO\Jr 

1. The tenoPar18h hU.lldonl y Inl.ou18lan.; elaevhere 
th" St.u. are divided Into COWlU, • . The te,... vs. rat­
ifledlntheStllteConventionorll'Il2.Texa.becllJllethe 
t .. enty-eiAhth State In r e bru.ry . 1846. 

2 . O\Ie north o r Shr eveport la Texakarna, on the Arkanlla.­
Tex .. borderand theotherpdnc1pel city In theTrI­
State r"8ion. They are linked by the "fl ylllA Crow" I1ne. 

\ 3 . rulier hilltorieel det.tllI or the p.row'th of Shreveport 
.ay be obt.lned rroll e-ditionl or the LouJalan. Alaan.c. 
NevDrleans . l'el1canPubllsh1ngHou8e.andrI'OllLouiB_ 
lana A GU1de ToTtte St.te . New York. Haatll\ga HC;;;;;- . 
1941. 

4 . Leedbelly'.encO\JnteNlIn FanninSt .. eeta .. edeecrlbed 
byJohnA .LOIIIe"ln~Le.d_ 

~.NevYork . llac.Hlan . 1936 • • nd.rethe.ubjllCt. 
orLe&dbft1IY'''l''IIcordlngof~.Mualcr"rt 

225,IIIade I April 1939 . 

5. Figure" depHrtad r ro. Louilliana Alllanllc . 1968. 

6 . !xerptrM>llletU ... detedI40etob"r. rroot Ruby T. 
l.oeIax. Arehive uf folk SO"R rU ea . 

7. JohnA. ~1I.X.Adventure.OI'ABalledHunu ... NewYork . 
Macllillan.1947 . 

a . JohnA. LoIIIax f ield note .. . Archlveol'folkSon3rllea . 

9. L.adlallyhadrecorded~(AfS273"1)ln 
Shreveport.prob . OetoberI934;lIv"llableorLlb .. aryo( 
Conare •• LS1.U" •• deotherv ..... lon.rorthaArchive . 
androrMu.lcr.ftinNewYol"kin1939iMu&1crart 226 ) . 

10 . Bo-We.vllBluesbyMa Reiney . IIccOll'lp.nledbyLovie 
Au.Un' e Blue. Serenade ... . w" .. r ec;:orded In Chlc;:ego, 
Dec,",ber 1923 and hlu"d on Paramount 12080. She IDIlde 11 
NevBo-Weavll IHulI8 in Oe celllber 1927. vl th he .. Geor.\till 
J.zzBand,Para&O\lntl2603. 

11. Shreveport !lOlle WreckeNl' r e nce R .... akln ' Rlues - Ha.e 
~wlla lllauedonVletur 23275 andBlu;t;I;d 
B5341. RecordedMlIIIIPhh. 21MII,)' 1930. 

12. Gltflddle J h. (p. eudol\Ylll ror Jee. 'KokOllO ' Am old) . 
!!!!!!'yNIsht Blue. _ Padd Hn' lladel1ne Bluee. Vleto .. 
232&8.Rscorde-d.Mllllphh, 17May1930. 

13 . See, Paul OliveI'. 'KokOlllOAmold'. J.zzNonthly. vol.8 
. Mo. 3, May 1962. pp . to-I5; JaQUee Oe.etre and Mareel 

ClwoUVllr<l. h itervie .. vith Kokomo Arnold in 'The Land Of 
The Blue. '. J.zz Joumel . Vo l . 13. No . IO . Oetober 1960. 
p.8. 

14 . WaahlnatonWhlte . Nev r .. 18co Tr.in-The Pan ... Lbl te-d 
Vlctor -23295 •• ndI ..... lnTh.Heavenly..!:!1-Pro.l ." 
~.Vlctor38615. I"'corded . NlHlph h.2t5 M"y 
1930 . NapuleonH.r l .. tonplayed.econdp:utt ... . Whltew •• 
later .mown •• 'Bukks' or Book .. r White . 

IS . See: Paul OliveI' . notes to Arhool1e (LP) 1003. Black 
~,Berkely.l9{;1. -

16 . The World ' . Col .... bl.n Expollltlon. /tenerally te ... ed the 
Chic8.ll0 fe!r or ChicagoWorld'a r.lrw.s held In 1893. 
!l.w.Han lIIus1clan. we r e reatuNld, as v er e Arrle.n dnw­
,"era rrue OahOllley : The annex.tlonol'HawsH in 1897 
re.ulted In the s pread or ltavIIUanlIuslc and t he u"e uf 
'HavaHanbore' inault.r play!na. 

17. Bet .. een Saptellbe .. 1934 and NII,)' 1938. Kok OllO Arnul d .... de 
76 i •• ued &1de. and a n"",be r of unhsue-d titles f or 
Decc" , reeorded 1n Chlca,ll;o or N"" York. 

18. John A. 1.0& .... field nou. Archive or folk Son& r 1l",. 

19. Other titles " a r e : Evil Hea .. ted Women Blue • • Oecca 7904 
(backed by . Peetltl Wheatllt rs .. 1telll . $outhemGlrl SI.) 
andl.oneWulrBluea the r evenle or I>on't Sell It-Don't 
Give ItA .... y on Oeeco 7219. 

KlttyGray.nd her wemPUsCot ll _llde ten titles In San 
Antonl0 on 30-31 Oetobe .. 1937. One or thelll .... .I!!..!:2!l 
Ro"S .. R"R.unl"suedon 76andunlyrecentlyrelellle-don 
so Yellre o r Jezz GultllrCSS (LP)ea225 . 1976. Thl11 la 
the lI ... e tune .e Joe !lerrls's 1940 .. ecor<lifl$l ; Indeed. 
compolllr-publl.her cl"lldits un the cas !ebel ohow-
(J . H"rrlB I J. Oavls) Jh"oie Oavi. Publ1shlrlA - and 
there la thererore . dilltinctprob.bllity thetH"rrl .. 
1. one ur thellultarlato-Wood.· sl1de lluHor le lI iIo 



pre •• nt. Buddy Wood. prec.edotd Baton Rouae Ru '11th 
two ne.s . ""'.cat 11111 Blue. and Don't Sell It 
(Don·tGlveItA ... y).Voul1onO~ 

21. BUMbI. Bee SlIs . !!g~...l!!!!.. Decca 7126 . recor­
ded B Jul)' 1935. this sons 1. also known .s Meet Me 
~. --
BwdJ' Woods' <I n.,,:emb<!!r 1938 Dali"s .... Ion .lth the 
W_pus C.ts had t.o lIutt.r •• truspet . piano . IItrlrIA 
b ... andd""".onJamSe.slon81ue._~ 
(Voe.llon04604)and~(Vocdlon04745) . 
Th.f"ourthtltleCOII\eOnOverToMrl!ouseB.br(Voc_ 
• Uon (4745) trelll no .trhlS! ben or tnuopet. The lat­
t.r lnlltruaent h.s b.en credited to Herb Morand . the 
NfN Orleans bom t ..... pst plll,)'er .. ho led the H.rlea 
It ... rat • • Thh band. I n .plte o r Ita naaa. waa o.lea_ 
ao-ba.ed I n th" 1930.. It .... eorded In Hew Yorit In 
April 1938andaasln In Chtcqo lnMarch 1939 . and 
It . .... unl1kdy. though not iapo" .. lble. that 
lIorend .... In Dell .. ror th. Wood •••• slon. 

Th.tR.UroadRu,l)'r1<:a byHatVlneent.lIU.lcby 
Ed81.b ......... publ1 . hltd3Aprl1 1911. by Head 
Mualc Coapany and lIubIJeQuently record.d by Walter 
V.n Bl'\lnt (Victor 16876). The Kid W.ot-Jo. H ... rh 
verlion Is .veil.bl. on R.ilrosd SO"". And lIallllldlll . 
Llbra"yorConarellll L61 •• lth Ino.t noteB by 
ArchhGr.en. 

24.1!atU' southem!.oul.lan.blackespaak ·fl\DIbOFrench · . 
a patois deriv.d fro- 'C .. eole' and 'CaJun' desents. 
Fo". run e"'planstionof the.e ce,.,.. ae. : P.ul 
Ollv . ... · C .. eol •• • Cajuna and Conru,loo·. !!!!!!..!:!2-
.!.!.!!!!!. No.4 . Augu.t 1963. pp.5-7; reprinted In. 
St.,." A. N.pier (ed.) . Backwood. Blues. Bexhtll~­
S.a . 1968 . pp.45-41. 

25 . BaB.leSslth · . rt ... t",corded tltl. fo .. Col .... bh 
we. Tsln't Nobody ' . Bu.lnellB If I Do . .. de on 15 
FebMlIIIJ')' 1923 but unlesued . It 'I •• re .. d. on 11 
April 1923 (CoIUlllbhA3898). 

26 . The lIe"",hhJug Bend, led by Will Sh.de. recordltd 
l'a LooklnaFor The Bulh OrTh. To .. n.t Its second 
.... lonon9June1921.lt .... th.thlrdrecordof" 
the band tob. I •• ued (Vlcto .. 2018I) . See.llIO not. 27. 

27 . The Sklll.t_Llcke ..... 1t.h Gld Tann .... rtddl., ... co ..... 
ded C.ckltn· Hen And Roo.te .. Too (Coh.bl. 15682-{l) 
on 4 Decoabe .. 1930 . They .lao recorded Bully or 'nIe 
Town on loc.tion In Atlanta 00 17 Ap .. U 1926 (Col. 
15074-{l). It le powaible th.t n ... rls and W.st drew 
th ... tun •• 1'...,. white IIOUrc ••. Ftddl1n ' John C ..... 
• on 1'0 .. exupl. recorded Th. Old Hen C.ckled And 
The Roost .... ·1I Ooln' To Crow on 13 Jun. 1923 (Okeh 
4890).ndt .. oyea ... l.tar . lnJune1925 •• v .... lon 
or!!!.ll.Y~{Okeh40444).SI.Il.rly.Ea .. 1 
John.on ... hodhd et the aa. ot •• v.nty-nin. in MII,)' 
1965 . ... corded.lthhIaDbhEn t.rtaln .... . In 
Atlant •• Gao"al.on21"ebrullJ')'1927.Aln'tNobody~ 
8uaine •• (Okeh45Q92) . H.nCackl. (Okoh45123) and 
!!!!!!.y or The Town (uniSlultd). Thes. the.., s .. e ... 1n 
ract popul ... ....:In& • . "re.t Ul\)' whit •• nte .. taln" .... 

·Muslclans .. • ..... teno u.ed by .... Iy (pre-blu •• ) 
ente .. tain" ... who dlatinp;ul.h.d the non-.lng1na hat­
n.oaantalhta r...,. the aina1na au1ta .. leta 0 .. banjo­
pl~ ..... who .. erete""ed · .~ste ... •. 

Le.dbellyworite'dup.lllpoken Introduction to~ 
~~ • • nda1"II,)'.lncluded.'blu .. allln 
IQ' b .... d' .tan~ •• ror exllJllple Bluebird 118791 . 
recorded 15 June 194D. 

30 . Extracted rl'()lllJohnA . t.oa.axrt.ldnot •• • A .. chlv. 
or Folk Song tU ... 

31. Ext ... etedrI"OllRubyT. Loooaxlette ... tohl!rtully, 
Archive or Folk Son,a tues . 

32. JonnA . Loooax ,rteld notea 

\ 

33. i;~r=~t ~~~~2)1~:sl~=rd~ 1
8
n·-;;':::"e .. t :;:':.k"n.. 

B •• le StNlet Sheik. were ' .. ank Stoke. and o.n Sane . 
and thai .. t ..... e ta the une u .... lly .saoeleted . lth 
this the... W. C. Handy In F.ther Or' The Blu .... M. 
autoblogrsph,y (London, SldjfOllck and Jackaon. 1951). 
r.po .. t. havi"i\ he.rd the .onn In Meaphta In 1909. and 
the ly"lca .how .... latlonoMp to the Sheik.' song. 
nand)' clallled to h.v" uaed thll •• thl! ba.1a or e 
tune u.ed ••• c ... pa1l\n th .... to .. Ed •• rdH. CrumP . 
who .... elect .. d Ma,yo .. otMelllphll1 In 1910. Th .. tun .. 
'1.11 publ1uhe<:l." The Me .. phta 81ueu (l91?) but is 
cle.rly a ditte .. ent on., (pp.93_102) . 

34 . J. T. 'Funny Pap"r' Salth , .1.0 known lIa 'The Howl_ 
l11RWOU' had ..... t"entya1d •• 1.sued In 1930 and 
1931 . He recorded ... 11'1 11'1 1935 but the iteaa we ... 
unla.ued. Art" .. BUnd Le.on J.rrerson. Salth ••• 
prob.bly the _t Inrlu.nti.l or ... 1tarlsts in the 
Texas ..... before World Ve .. 11. 

3S . LU ' Son Jackaon .. ecorded 1'0 .. GoLd St ... and l~e .. I.1 

.rte .. the War. and llede on. '"a1on 1'0" Arhooll. in 
the ,_ .. or 1960. Arhool1. (LP) 1004. 

36. liob ... tJohnson. MIs.I.lI1ppl born but recorded in 
Tl!xse In 1936 and 1937, ••• IIl1IIIBpo .. t.ntbrids.bet­
... enthe olde .. . nd th.ne.erMtasha1pplstyle.of 
a u1t ... pla,ylng. 

31 . Itlla Speed 100 on. or the ao.t popule .. Teu. balla d •• 
Arehlv.orFolkSon,a reeordlna. or this th .. e.pp .... 
on Fl,)" .. l&ht ....... tchbox SOlI 264 by W.lhce Chains and 
b)' T .. lcky S .. on Fly .. laht ....... tchboll 265. I t .... also 
...eorded.everalti_. b)'Leadbell)' • 

38. d!!:!:1'. Saloon Blue. I nelud •• the unu.ual v .... e .lth 
...re ... nce to 'Tex .. Avanu. and that aoving picture 
show' which .... ",corded by L.adbelly ror the Arch-

t;es:rs~!k (~ngli~ ~:!~ ~:;,;~r_~ IT~~:t 
11134 . 

39 . Interv1e ... lthAlex ' Snook. ' Jon.",.Shrevepo .. t. 
8 Au,IIu.t 1?6Q. The probl ... or t ... c1na O.ca .. Wood. 
....... u-ariaed 1n IQ' . .. ticle 'tqle. On The Halr· • 
Aaer1eanFolkMullicOcc .. lon.l,No.I ,Berkdy.l964 . 

· pp.91-94. 

40~ L.tte .. fro- To. Moo ... to Druce e .. t1n. 9 March 1974. 

41. ' A photot;raph tak.n or Nosh Moo ... I. d.ted 1943. Aa 
. h.d1edin.ctionhe_.thav ••• thiade.thb.tween 

1!M3andl94S. 
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